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Labor. Geographies of Work, is a small book, a breviary
intended as an initial table of comparison and discussion
on the theme of work in architecture, related to the society
and time in which we live. An ‘archipelago’ of universities
reasoned about the meaning of the word Labor, the central
theme of the 25th edition of the WAVe (international
architecture workshops) at the Universita luav di Venezia.
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Labor is ‘What We Are
Doing on the Earth’

Labor is ‘What We Are Doing on the Earth’

Awordisdead, whenitissaid / Somesay - / Isay itjust begins
to live / That day

These short verses by Emily Dickinson help me to introduce the
notion that without words there would be no language and with-
outlanguage there would be no human thought, hence there would
be no higher work, political action, whichis exercised in the commu-
nities we call the city (po/is). Thisisatleasthow another woman, the
philosopher Hanna Arendt, explains it to us. Dismayed at how sci-
entists and rapid technological progress were transforming human
language into an irreversible mathematical language, she decided, in
the aftermath of the first explorations into space and the advance of
cybernetics and automation, to devote her attention to the human
condition on earth, through the investigation of ‘what’ we humans
‘are doing’ here on earth. In this way she came to provide the most
original distinction around what Labor is in our time: «With the
term vita activa, I propose to designate three fundamental human
activities: labor, work, and action. They are fundamental because
each corresponds to one of the basic conditions under which life on
earth hasbeen given to man»2. A fewlinesare notenough to recount
how Arendt’s discourse on the vita activa is continually connected
and intertwined with the problem of the freedom of the individual;
hereitis perhaps enough to note thatit was also a matter, at the time,
of placing in a different perspective the distorted and sinister rela-
tionship that the motto Arbeit macht Frei (work makes free), which
welcomed those deported to concentration camps, provided for this
relationship®. Butofall the possible meanings, nuancesand adjectives
of labor, one cannot fail to notice the close connection between the
word labor (understood as work) and the word laboratorio (work-
shop), which indicates firsta particular space and then amethod of

1 E.Dickinson, J1212(1872), available online (www.emilydickinson.it/
j1201-1250.html).

2 H.Arendt, The Human Condition, University Chicago Press, (1958)
1998.

3 HannaArendt had investigated the Nazi and Stalinist regimes a few
years earlier in her seminal work The Origins of Totalitarianism Har-
court, Brace and Co., 1951.
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work that connotes intellectual and creative action such as that of
research within a physical community. A ‘community of non-con-
sensus’ as the university can be, to paraphrase a very recent pam-
phelet*. But if Universities are one of the very special places where
creative active life is exercised, one cannot overlook the fact that in
Italy the space of the city has been strongly shaped by Labor, under-
stood asan enterprise producing raw materials or products derived
from raw materials; thus, just to return to some of the architectural
visionsborn in Italy and triggered by the desire to propose ahuman
condition that would balance the relationship between active life
and the other activities of the human being, one recalls San Leu-
cio, in the south, in the proto-industrial era and Crespi d’Adda, in
the north, some one hundred years later; in the 20th century came
Metanopoli, Dalmine, Ivrea, Marghera, butalso Lingotto, the Alfa
Romeo village, the leisure villages for industrial workers — execu-
tives and clerks — of Sestriere, Borca di Cadore, Pugnochiuso; on
the side of agricultural work and mining exploitation, there were
the cities of the fascist reclamations — Arborea, Carbonia, Littoria,
Sabaudia and so on; again, after the Second World War, the devel-
opment of white-collar work gave the impulse first to the tertiary
districts — the Rione Carita in Naples with its first office skyscraper,
the project of a woman architect, Stefania Filo Speziale — and then
to the real business centres — Naples, Bologna, Eur — dotted with
buildings and towers for corporate, judicial and financial offices. In
otherwords, in Italy, Labor, which, moreover, is the founding pillar
of the Republic born from the ashes of the wartime destruction of
World War II - Ttaly is a Republic founded on work (art. 1, para-
graph 1, Italian Constitution) — hasliterally given space to the con-
temporary city and urban aggregations at all scales; it has built not
only monumental architecture — Giuseppe Vaccaro’s Post Office
building in Naples for example — but also aeroplane-shaped cities
such as the workers’ village with the industrial complex in Pomi-
gliano d’Arco, or the extraordinary ensemble called ‘Building for
housing, offices, shops and garage Corso Italia 13-17” designed by

4  T.Montanari, Libera Universita, Einaudi, Turin 2025. See in particular
the chapter Conclusione.
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Luigi Moretti in Milan. Inarchitecture and town planning, Labor
has moulded precise forms and spaces, that have become symbols of
the progressive tertiarisation of our nation, and hereitis of interest
to highlightall those cases in which the challenge taken up by archi-
tects and town planners together with inspired bussiness men and
developers, has been in the name of complexity, to create commu-
nity. However, it is also of interest to investigate, among all these
work spaces, which are those in which female vita activa has been
able to find its own specific declination, outside of a patriarchal
social organisation. The most recent studies on women’s work in
Italy tell us, in fact, thateven today the prevalent spaces of work for
mostwomen remain thehome, schooland health and personal care
activities. Some recentresearch in the field of architecture also focus-
es on these aspects®, while other studies, particularly sociological
ones, starting from the epochal transformations defined by the Gig
Economy, colour the word Laborwith adjectives such assmart and
light, revealing how the Latin origin of the word Labor as physical
effort, progressively attenuates this peculiarity. But what above all
attenuates, in the generational transition, is the centrality of work
within the changed human condition. And itis in this loss of cen-
trality of values that the definition of light work is used, while as
regards the smart or remote dimension of labor, in Iraly there is a
precise moment in which remote work revealed itself in an exten-
siveness never touched before and it was on the occasion of the
2020 pandemic, when large tertiary companies decided to totally
‘delocalize’ workers at home, causing the collective imagination to
outline «a new horizon for future work: less in physical presence,
much more connected online and decentralized compared to tra-
ditional places — offices and factories»®. Butis this really the case in
our national panorama?

5 In particular, the essays by Imma Forino are noteworthy: |. Fiorino,
Uffici. Interni, oggetti, arredi, Einaudi, Turin 2012; Ead., La Cucina. Sto-
ria culturale di un luogo domestico, Einaudi, Turin 2019; M. Bassanelli,
|. Forino, Gli spazidelle donne. Casa, lavoro, societa, Derive e Approdi,
Bologna 2024.

6 On these aspects see D. Marini, I. Lovato Manin, L’avvento del light
working, Marsilio, Venice 2024.
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WAVe 2025, with the Labor edition,
saw the involvement of many interna-
tional geographies with the intention
of initiating a debate between schools
and territories. The photographic and
artistic contribution of Armin Linke
and Riccardo Miotto completed, with
different gazes, a hypothetical map-
ping that has no defined boundaries,
both human and imaginary.

Armin Linke
Armin Linke (1966) is a photographer
and filmmaker who investigates the for-
mation — the ‘Gestaltung’- of the natu-
ral, technological, and urban
environment, perceived as a diversified
space of continuous interaction. His
practice is carried out with aesthetic,
anthropological and sociological crite-
ria, and combines various image-pro-
cessing technologies to analyze the
relationships between the collective and
individual dimensions.

Riccardo Miotto
Riccardo Miotto (1982) is an architect
and visual artist. His work explores the
space of the format through the rela-
tionship between drawing — recto — and
its shroud — verso — investigating the
tension between the rational and irra-
tional components hidden in the pro-
duction of images, objects, and spaces.

Labor. Geographies of Work, is a
small book, a breviary intended as an
initial table of comparison and dis-
cussion on the theme of work in
architecture, related to the society
and time in which we live. An ‘archi-
pelago’ of universities reasoned
about the meaning of the word Labor,
the central theme of the 25th edition
of the WAVe (international architecture
workshops) at the Universita luav di

Venezia. A multiplicity of institutions
wrote and reflected through many
scholars from different parts of the
world (and with very different back-
grounds), so as to begin todraw a
shared picture of the different reali-
ties of schools of architecture and the
transversal teaching and working
methodologies that distinguish each
of these very specific approaches.

Bartlett School of Architecture,
ndon, United Kingdom

The Bartlett School of Architecture at
UCL is a world-leading centre for
architecture and design. Its MA/MLA
Landscape Architecture programme
explores how landscapes shape cities,
ecosystems, and communities. Stu-
dents engage in design-led research,
tackling issues like climate change and
biodiversity. With London as a labora-
tory, they develop skills in sustainable
design, urban planning, and ecological
restoration, preparing for careers in
landscape architecture, environmental
planning, and research.

Alberto Campagnoli
Alberto Campagnoli (1988) is an archi-
tect focused on regenerative processes
and the civic role of landscape architec-
ture. An Universita Iuav di Venezia grad-
uate with the thesis Tokyo Re-Edit, he
has worked at award-winning firms and
explores the interaction of built form,
nature, and human activity.

Giinther Galligioni
Giinther Galligioni (1984) is an Tuav
Venice grad in Architecture & Landscape.
With extensive experience at top
international firms, his work champions
innovative design and fosters inclusive,
sustainable communities.
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Bauhaus-Universitat Weimar,
Germany

The close connection between archi-
tecture and urban studies character-
ize the work at the faculty and
promotes an interdisciplinary culture
of study and exchange. The urgent
future issues of ecologically and
socially sustainable development are
at the center of a holistic view of the
built and designed environment. The
interdisciplinary work is based on
working together on a small campus,
in studios and workshops as part of
the project study programme.

Christian Felgendreber
Christian Felgendreher (1980) found-
ing partner of ‘Felgendreher Olfs Kéch-
ling’ is also a member of the design
committee Bremen. After his studies at
the UdK Berlin he worked at David
Chipperfield, London and Kuehn Mal-
vezzi, Berlin. Until 2018 he was teach-
ing assistant at Hilde Leons Chair at
Leibniz University Hannover.

Christina Kochling
Christina K6chling (1979) Juniorpro-
fessor at the Bauhaus-University Wei-
mar is originally a carpenter and
graduated in architecture at the Univer-
sity of Arts in Berlin. She worked for
Christ Gantenbein in Basel and Kruck-
er Bates in Munich. In 2015 she found-
ed her office together with Christian
Felgendreher and Johannes Olfs in Berlin.

CEPT University, Ahmedabad, India

Faculty of Architecture, CEPT Univer-
sity, is one of the vital centres of
thought and education in the field of
Architecture in India. It aims for excel-
lence in its teaching and research

programs. It aims to give its students a
breadth of cultural exposure that
shapes a reflective and critical outlook
based on social and environmental
awareness and responsiveness. The
faculty enjoys an excellent reputation
nationally as well as internationally.

Smit Vyas
Smit Vyas is an Associate Professor at
the Faculty of Architecture, CEPT.
He offers design studios for the under-
graduate and master’s program and
courses in architectural history, theory,
drawing and documentation. Smit heads
STUDIO 4000, an award-winning
design practice based out of Ahmedabad.

Feng Chia University, Taichung City,
Taiwan

Feng Chia University, located in
Taichung City, Taiwan, is along-es-
tablished and vibrant private university.
Feng Chia University offers a diverse
range of colleges. The establishment
of the School of Architecture at

Feng Chia University aims to break
through traditional architectural edu-
cation models and cultivate the
architectural-related ‘professional
talents’ needed by society. The school
emphasizes the integration of theory
and practice, cultivating students’
practical skills and innovative think-
ing through design workshops,
internships, and industry-academia
collaborations.

Lorena Alessio
Lorena Alessio graduated from the
Politecnico di Torino, she got a Master
of Architecture at Pratt Institute, New
York and a Ph.D. at Nihon University
in Tokyo. Sheis a professor at Feng Chia
University in Taichung. Since 1999, she
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has been leading LA A architectural
office, with several international works.

ITESO, Universidad Jesuita de
Guadalajara, Tlaquepaque, Mexico

With 60 years of tradition, the ITESO
School of Architecture is part of
Guadalajara’s rich architectural her-
itage, influenced by Luis Barragan.
Its humanistic and sustainable
approach shapes critical and creative
architects committed to their social
and environmental context. Through
community engagement, experimen-
tation, and innovation, it integrates
technology and design with an ethical
vision. Its faculty and academic
events foster dialogue and reflection
on the role of architecture in society.

Sandra Valdés Valdés
Sandra Valdés Valdés, architect and
coordinator of the ITESO Architecture
program, is the founder of Anillo
Primavera AC, focused on the conserva-
tion of the La Primavera Forest. With
amaster’s in history and as a PhD candi-
date, she integrates research, teaching,
and environmental managementin her
academic and professional work.

School of Architecture at the Central
Academy of Fine Arts (CAFA),
Beijing, China

The School of Architecture at the
Central Academy of Fine Arts (CAFA)
was officially established in 2003.
Rooted in the century-old artistic her-
itage of CAFA, a world-renowned
institution for fine arts, the school has
developed an architectural education
system aimed at cultivating «creative
architectural talents with artistic

and humanistic qualities». It compris-
es four departments and five divisions:
the Department of Architecture,

the Department of Interior Design,
the Department of Urban Design and
Planning, the Department of Land-
scape Architecture, the Foundation
Division, the Graduate Division,

the Academic Division, the External
Relations Division, and the Exhibition
and Publishing Division.

Zhu Pei
Zhu Pei, born in Beijing and studied at
Tsinghua University and UC Berkeley,
founded Studio Zhu Pei in 2005, and
from there he has produced an extraor-
dinary corpus of cultural works that
have made him one of the leading figures
of his generation. Marked by his American
experience, which includes teaching
at Harvard and Columbia, he is the cur-
rent Dean and professor of the School
of Architecture at Central Academy
of Fine Arts in China, and visiting pro-
fessor at Yale University. He was recog-
nized with Honorary Fellow of the
American Institute of Architects (AIA)
for his contribution to architecture.

School of Architecture La Salle
Barcelona (ETSALS), Spain

The learning experience in Architec-
ture at La Salle combines practical
work with technical and humanistic
courses through alearning-by-doing
approach. With Barcelona as a class-
room, the campus as a living lab,

and an international network as a global
workspace, students engage with
renowned architects. Moreover, the
personalized methodology allows
them to tailor their studies to their indi-
vidual sensitivities, offering multiple
paths to explore architecture.
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Josep Ferrando
Barcelona architect and director of

Josep Ferrando Architecture, he embraces

amultifaceted vision of architecture,
combining his roles as a craftsman, aca-

demic — dean of ETSALS - and cultural

manager — former director of the Open

Architecture Center at COAC.

Thomas Jefferson University,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
United States

Thomas Jefferson University, founded
in1824, is a preeminent national doc-
toral university delivering high-impact
education in 160 undergraduate and
graduate programs in the sixth largest
city in the USA. Jefferson is a top-
ranked National Research University,
and hosts extensive pioneering
research institutes, centers and labs.

These facilities enable interdisciplinary

collaboration among faculty, students

and researchers to tackle urgent issues

like climate change and social justice.

Lisa Phillips
Lisa Phillips, NCIDQ graduated from
Temple University and is an Associate

Professor of Interior Design at Thomas

Jefferson University in Philadelphia.
Her areas of research focus on design
pedagogy and the study of the senses as
they relate to the user experience in
built environments.

David Breiner
David Breiner graduated with a Bache-

lor of Architecture (University of Notre

Dame) and a Ph.D. in the History of
Architecture & Urbanism (Cornell
University). An Associate Professor at
Thomas Jefferson University, his schol-
arship focuses on architectural history
in the USA and in Renaissance Italy.

TU Delft, Faculty of Architecture and

the Built Environment, Belgium

The Faculty of Architecture and the
Built Environment at TU Delft plays a

leading role in education and research

worldwide. The driving force behind
the faculty’s success is its robust

research profile combined with the pas-
sion and creativity of its academic com-
munity, which is dedicated to improving

the built environment through a broad
set of disciplines. The faculty works

closely with other faculties, universities,

private parties, and the public sector,
and has an extensive network in the
Netherlands as well as internationally.

Georg Vrachliotis

Georg Vrachliotis is Professor and Head

of the Department of Architecture at

TU Delft, where he leads the pioneering

Design, Data, and Society Group. His

research and curatorial work explore the

intersections of architecture, media,

and technology. He previously served as

Dean at KIT and as senior researcher at
ETH Zurich.

Universita luav di Venezia, Italy

Born in 1926 as the Higher School of
Architecture of Venice, Universita luav

di Venezia is today a small-sized univer-

sity with a strong experimental voca-

tion: the first among Italian universities

to introduce design laboratories, its
didactic model combines theoretical
training in the humanities with labora-
tory work oriented towards making
and experimentation, coordinated by
architects, artists and designers.

Benno Albrecht
Benno Albrecht has been rector of
Universita Iuav di Venezia since 2021.
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He completed his studies at Iuav with
Vittorio de Feo and he then worked
with Vittorio Gregotti and Leonardo
Benevolo. He received architectural priz-
es for his projects and buildings, he won
design competitions and his projects
were shown in Italy and abroad.

Angelo Maggi

Angelo Maggi is professor of Architec-
tural History, History of Architectural

photography at Universita uav di Venezia.

He earned his PhD in Architecture

and Visual Studies at the Edinburgh
College of Art. He is full member of the
PhD School in History of the Arts

(Ca’ Foscari University Venice) and he
is acting as Vice-Rector Iuav for Inter-
national Relations.

Roberta Albiero

Roberta Albiero (1965) is a professor
of Architectural and Urban Design

at the University Iuav of Venice. Her
current research focuses on Italian
architecture of the late 19th century,
particularly on museography and exhi-
bitions, as well as the relationship
between architecture, archaeology, art,
and the landscape of the Venice lagoon.

Michel Carlana

Michel Carlana (1980) graduated from
the Universita Iuav di Venezia, where he
currently carry out collaborative and
research activities. With Luca Mezzalira
and Curzio Pentimalli, in 2010, he found-
ed the architectural office Carlana Mezza-
lira Pentimalli based in Treviso, Italy.

Fernanda De Maio

Fernanda De Maio (1967) Architect
and PhD in Urban Design, graduated
from the Universita di Napoli Federico
II. She is currently Full Professor of
Architectural Design at the Universita
Tuav di Venezia. She was co-founder
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of the architectural office Na.o Mi. and
from 2008 Consultant for Architecture
of the Im.Ing Engineering based in Naples.

Antonella Gallo

Antonella Gallo, architect, PhD in
Architectural Composition, is a Full
Professor of Architectural and Urban
Composition. She is the Coordinator
of the PhD program in Architectural
Composition at the Doctoral School of
the Universita Iuav di Venezia.

Simone Gobbo

Simone Gobbo (1980) graduated from
the Universita Iuav di Venezia, where
he currently carry out collaborative

and research activities. With Alberto
Mottola and Davide De Marchi, in 2007,
he founded the architectural office
DEMOGO based in Treviso, Italy.

Guido Morpurgo

Architect and National Academician
of San Luca, he is an associate professor
of interior and exhibition design at
Tuav. After having been associate in the
firm Gregotti Associati, he founded

in Milan the studio Morpurgo de Curtis
Architetti whose works have received
several awards.
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