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Governance 
of transition

New alliances, approaches, and a constellation of practices are emerging in contexts dense with un-
responded societal needs and different in nature and forms of fragility. In their local manifestations, 
systemic crises (from pandemics to climate change) often reveal deep-seated societal problems, which 
require a profound shift away from socially and ecologically unsustainable practices. A groundswell 
of experiments has emerged in recognition of and response to the urgent need for transition. Such 
attempts may emerge to fill institutional and organisational gaps or to support institutional actors with 
limited capacity or power to activate transformative dynamics in the face of complex socio-technical 
challenges. Still, they might question the very way these challenges are defined and addressed, proposing 
alternative discourses and claiming different modes of action.  
Within this perspective, Track 5 aims to reflect on sustainability transition, exploring what are its possible 
trajectories as observed in empirical and real-world settings. In particular, the track focuses on agencies 
shaping or activating transition dynamics and transformative resources at multiple levels. Also, it discusses 
the potentials and criticalities of transition governance models and approaches, particularly investigating 
the role of learning and experimentation. A further reflection revolves around emerging narratives and 
inspiring stories - from early evidence of transformative tensions to long-term consolidated systemic 
changes at the urban scale.  
The track seeks to unveil under which conditions can fragile territories, cities and neighbourhoods 
contribute to identifying collective, local, and place-sensitive responses, e.g. related to climate-related 
and water risks, environmental and sustainability issues, as well as community and social vulnerabilities.  
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Our societies are currently facing urgent global crises due to climate change and biodiversity loss, 
which are causing and will increasingly cause irreversible impacts in the future. For this reason, in recent 
decades, adaptation and mitigation measures have become increasingly important, both because of the 
physical need for territories to identify sensitive responses to the sustainability challenge and because 
of the growth of collective awareness on climate-related risks. Despite numerous and increasing 
efforts, Italian administrations at various levels often find it difficult to effectively activate transformative 
dynamics because of many strategic and technical gaps. The Climate Transition Strategies promoted 
(CTS) by the Call for ideas “Strategia Clima” of Fondazione Cariplo tried to compensate these gaps and 
to support the implementation of urban transition policies. To respond effectively to the need for urban 
contexts to adapt to climate impacts and to promote development and management models capable 
of increasing territorial resilience, the Call has brought to the definition of four CTS: two carried out by 
single municipalities (Brescia and Bergamo), two by aggregations of municipalities (West Brianza and 
Mantua). The example of partnerships is particularly significant in demonstrating the effectiveness of 
this strategic tool since they can provide a broader context for action, increase the effectiveness of 
actions and optimize resources. The common methodology implemented for both processes led to the 
adoption of: - organic and well-defined coordination structure; - updated and cross-cutting knowledge 
framework; - shared vision and strategic objectives; - synergic framework of actions; - mainstreaming of 
planning instruments. Through the technical framework and the methodology implemented, the CTSs 
can activate inter-municipal transformative actions through the mainstreaming of planning tools, the 
construction of a medium-long-term vision, and the identification of concrete and widespread actions to 
be implemented in the territory. These documents, coordinated and shared by the administrations with 
the stakeholders, can also give stability, coherence, and continuity to adaptation processes involving 
different stakeholders and sectors of the PA. Finally, they favour the implementation and multidisciplinarity 
of policies for territorial resilience on a large scale that would otherwise be difficult to achieve.
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