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Hotel Montecarlo nearby the

archaeological area of Via Scavi in

Montegrotto Terme
The archival sources

Maddalena Bassani and Maria Elena De Venanzi

Introduction
In the spa town of Montegrotto Terme, various pre-Roman, Roman and post-antique contexts
are known, that testify to the development of the settlement from the 7th century BC to late
Antiquity and until the Middle Ages, without interruption up to the present day around the
hyperthermal saline-bromine-iodine thermal springs (86°C: [Fig. 1] (Lazzaro 1981; Grandis
1997; Bassani, Bressan, Ghedini 2011; Bassani, Bressan, Ghedini 2012; Bassani, Bressan,
Ghedini 2013; Ghedini et alii 2015; Bassani et aliae 2021).

The exploitation of the thermo-mineral resource, present not only in Montegrotto Terme but
throughout the entire Euganean Hills water basin (Brogiolo 2017), has in fact been the main
factor of wealth and economic development, and has enabled, over time, both the use of
thermal mud, now certified and known on an international level (Gris et alii 2020), along
with secondary products such as stone formations and minerals, and everyday use (applica-
tions of thermal water heat, its motive power, and its properties for agricultural and domestic
uses: Bassani 2014; Bassani 2017). In addition to this main resource, recent studies have al-
so documented the dynamics that occurred in the area in relation to, for example, livestock
breeding and agriculture (Varanini, Demo 2012), as well as the extraction and processing of
Euganean trachyte (Zara 2018).

Considering the conspicuous amount of archaeological, literary, cartographic and documenta-
ry sources on how man has settled in and exploited mineral waters over the centuries, scarce
attention has so far been paid to an apparently minor but, arguably, no less interesting catego-
ry of documents, namely the archival sources pertaining to the construction of the spa hotels
in the Euganean towns, i.e. those documents from relatively recent times that are preserved
in municipal archives and those of the Archaeological Superintendence. In fact, the buildings
for the accommodation of the numerous thermal users who came to Montegrotto Terme in
particular, not only from Italy but often also from abroad from the post-war period to the pre-
sent, have undergone a great phase of development from the post-war period onwards, and
are today in many cases in a state of abandonment and decay, so much so that the Munici-
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1 | The most important archaeological areas at Montegrotto Terme (graphic reprocessed after Ghedini et
aliae 2015, 12).
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pality has been led to step in with demolitions and redevelopment projects in synergy with the
Archaeological Superintendence of Padua (Pettenò et aliae 2012).

Archive documentation relating to the second half of the 20th century can therefore be signifi-
cant not only to reconstruct, albeit in fragments, the evolution of the urban and socio-cultural
dynamics of those years, but also to recover evidence about the events that affected the ar-
chaeological sites, which are fortunately visible and can be visited today, but which at the time
were not fully perceived as attractors of economically useful cultural tourism (see the effective
observations proposed by Daniele Manacorda in a recent work: Manacorda 2014).

The following pages describe and analyse a number of documents recently recovered as part
of the research activities of the Centro Studi classicA of the Iuav University of Venice (De Ve-
nanzi 2022): they shed light on the south-eastern sector of the area of Via Scavi, i.e. on the
construction, close to the two major Roman thermal baths, of Montecarlo Hotel, which is today
in a state of total abandonment and serious deterioration.

M.B.

Hotel Montecarlo in Montegrotto Terme and the Roman thermal baths in archive
documentation
Hotel Montecarlo is located in the immediate vicinity of the archaeological area of the Eu-
ganean spa town between Viale Stazione and Via Scavi. Not only does the hotel border the
archaeological site, but the embankment supporting the hotel's imposing structure cuts throu-
gh and partially conceals two of the ancient Roman pools in the excavated thermal complex,
namely basins A and B [Fig. 2]. In order to understand the dynamics involved in the construc-
tion of this hotel structure, research was conducted into the documentation in the municipal
archives of Montegrotto Terme and in the archives of the Soprintendenza Archeologia, Belle
Arti e Paesaggio of Padua (Padua Superintendence for Archaeology, Fine Arts and Landsca-
pe). The aim was to understand and compare the construction and archaeological events that
occurred between 1950 and 1970, with particular regard to the construction of this hotel
structure and the re-discovery of the Roman thermal baths, which had already been brought
to light in the 18th century (Mandruzzato 1789-1804), but were subsequently re-interred until
new excavation work was carried out in the second half of the 20th century [Fig. 3].

The documentation in the archives of the Municipality of Montegrotto concerning the con-
struction of Montecarlo Hotel does not contain any information on the archaeological area
bordering the building, which includes, as is well known, three bathing pools with adjoining
rooms for additional therapies (Bonomi, Malacrino 2012, 155-172), a small theatre-odeum
(Bonomi, Malacrino 2011, 29-55), a polylobate building subject to recent analyses that sug-
gest its similarity to a nymphaeum (Bassani 2022, 101-123), and some service rooms. The
general plans for the construction of Montecarlo Hotel, which were attached to the first buil-
ding permit dating back to May 1961, show a white area without any particular distinguishing
marks. The first graphic table for the architectural project of the hotel, where the archaeo-
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2 | View of Montecarlo Hotel from the south-east side of the archaeological area between Viale Stazione and Via
Scavi; notice part of the eastern wall of the Roman cistern A (photo by Authors, 2022).
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3 | Plan of the archaeological area of viale Stazione/via Scavi with identification of the rooms and representation
of the direction of water flow in the pipes (graphic reprocessed after Bonomi, Malacrino 2011).
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4 | Tavole Denuncia Inizio Attività per opere interne di adeguamento alla prevenzione incendi
PROGETTO-planimetrie, archive of the Municipality of Montegrotto, febbraio 2000 (Courtesy of Municipality of
Montegrotto Terme).

logical remains are indicated, dates back to February 2000: it is a D.I.A. (denuncia di inizio
attività = pre-declaration of works) for internal works to adapt to fire prevention rules [Fig. 4]
(see Documentary Sources, 01). An extract of the P.R.G. is in fact present in the table, where
the archaeological area is marked with a special screen; moreover, the general plan indicates
an ‘AREA ARCHEOLOGICA’, although the ancient structures are not drawn.

The only actual reference to the Roman remains in the municipal archives is a set of three let-
ters dating back to 1977 that pertain to problems of sewage infiltration in the archaeological
area caused by a leak in the hotel piping (see Documentary Sources, 02-03-04). In fact, Mon-
tecarlo Hotel’s sewage pipes had to intercept (or reuse?) part of the ancient Roman hydraulic
canals, thus causing serious sewage stagnation inside the Roman tanks. Moreover, the pro-
blem must not have been solved afterwards, as hints to such infiltrations were even recently
given, during the renovations carried out between 2010 and 2012, when the hotel was by then
in a state of complete abandonment (Pettenò et aliae 2012, 248-249).

The letters are dated from 30th June to 18th July 1977 and, apart from this infiltration incident,
there is no other reference to Roman remains in the files dating between 1961 and 2000:
this, despite the fact that the first archaeological discovery in Viale Stazione dates back to
1953, i.e. almost a decade before the construction of the historic spa hotel began and a good
150 years after the famous 18th-century excavation season documented by Salvatore Man-
druzzato (Mandruzzato 1789-1804). In fact, the first building authorisation for the Montecarlo
dates back to 1961 and the construction proceeded until the first floors were declared fit for
habitation in 1968. However, as mentioned above, the first information on the excavation acti-
vities in Viale Stazione dates back to 1953, but there is no mention of the large thermal baths:
in fact, the discoveries concern both a minor structure that was immediately demolished (De
Venanzi 2022, 78-86), and the first elements related to the Roman theatre.
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5 | Land registry map with the areas affected by the ancient structures, Montegrotto Terme: Excavation essay at
the Montagnola, report accompanied by explanatory schematic drawings of the excavation essay and the cadastral
plan of the area of interest, Archive of the Padua Superintendence, January 1956 (by courtesy of ASAP Padova).

It seems therefore interesting to understand whether the previous archaeological documen-
tation published by Salvatore Mandruzzato was taken into account when starting new
excavations and the construction of Montecarlo Hotel between 1953 and 1961, or why the
rapid construction of the hotel was not halted to conduct timely archaeological investigations.
On the other hand, Scarabello construction firm that built Montecarlo hotel had been involved
in the excavation of the ancient theatre as early as 1956 (see Documentary Sources, 05) and
the owner of the firm, Carlo Scarabello, was the owner of the Montecarlo: it appears evident
that those involved in the new construction were aware of all the discoveries and new findings
in the archaeological area.

Research in the archives has provided interesting elements in this respect. The first document
regarding the problematic relationship between the ruins and the new accommodation facility
is to be found in the Archives of the Superintendence of Padua and corresponds to a land
registry map with the location of the Roman thermal baths (see Documentary Sources, 05):
it is dated 4th January 1956 and represents the maps of sheet VII of the Montegrotto Terme
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6 | Schematic representation of the Via Scavi/Viale Stazione area (processing based on orthophotos from Google
Maps).
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7 | View of the large pool A at the archaeological site of Via Scavi/Viale Stazione cut by the concrete embankment
of Montecarlo Hotel (photo by Authors, 2022).

Municipality on a scale of 1:2000 [Fig. 5]. The hand-drawn plan shows the area created by
the intersection of viale Stazione with the first section of via Scavi (extended in the following
years), while the areas restricted by the Superintendence are coloured in red and correspond
to the listed maps with all the relative owners in the top right-hand corner; the list is given
here:

126 B and L was Crivellario Mario di Ferdinando of the late Pestoni Luigi (Saccolongo Padova)
46 A and D was Crivellaro Mario di Ferdinando of the late Pestoni Luigi
n. 46 D (242) ownership Berton Resina of Crivellaro Mario (Saccolongo Padova)
nn. 126 A-B-L 48 A-B-C owners. Pestoni Luigi of the late Gaetano (Montegrotto Padova).

In the drawing, the restricted area appears as extensive as the entire complex brought to light
today. Even more remarkable is the shape of the mappings 48 A-B, which precisely follow the
shape of the Roman baths, some of which were still buried: even the three mappings 48 A-B-C
follow the shape of the three large baths and the rooms connected to them. This correspon-
dence cannot certainly be accidental and proves that in January 1956 the plan of the spa
complex was known at least well enough to mark a secure boundary between the land to re-
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8 | View from Viale Stazione of the access road to Montecarlo Hotel bordering the archaeological area (photo by
Authors, 2022).

strict and the land to be parcelled out for new tourist constructions. It can therefore be stated
with certainty that both the Superintendence and Impresa Scarabello (the firm in charge of
the construction of the Montecarlo) in 1956 knew the boundaries of the restricted land par-
cels and the position of the ancient structures still buried there. It should also be pointed out
how clearly visible in the plan is the land parcel in the name of Scarabello Geom. Carlo (where
the Montecarlo was to be built in 1968) adjacent to the land parcels 48 A-B-C, which extend
eastwards, creating a highly irregular boundary of the restricted area. The foundations of the
hotel were to be built not far from the pools, and the outlines of the latter, marked on this map,
lay under the side access road to the hotel and Viale Stazione [Fig. 6].

The land remained under restriction in the following years too, during which the Superinten-
dence sought funds to begin a systematic excavation and build a small museum. However,
it was not until 25th August 1965 (nine years later) that excavations were allowed to begin,
bringing to light the remains of the ancient theatre, witnessed by many newspaper articles of
the time where, however, there is no mention of the thermal baths. The latter are mentioned
for the first time in the documents kept in the Superintendence in a letter from the Superin-
tendent Giulia Fogolari to the Padua Chamber of Commerce, dated 23rd October 1965 (see
Documentary Sources, 06):
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9 | Project to unearth pool A in Via Scavi, letter by Geom. Scarabello - Edilizia civile e industriale, opere stradali e
movimenti di terra alla Soprintendenza alle Antichità di Padova, archive of the Padua Superintendence, May 1968
(by courtesy of ASAP Padova).

It is reported that work carried out in 1965 brought to light a small theatre building dating back to
the first centuries of the empire, which is of exceptional interest due to its architectural features
and different construction phases (it is a type hitherto unknown in northern Italy) in a good state
of preservation so as not to rule out a full tourist exploitation. In addition, emerged buildings and
a complex of pools occupying an area of approximately 2000 square metres are identified. It is
said that these discoveries require careful exploration in order to establish respective relations
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10 | Foundation plan of the project to bring the Via Scavi basin to light, letter by Geom. Scarabello - Edilizia civile e
industriale, opere stradali e movimenti di terra alla Soprintendenza alle Antichità di Padova, archives of the Padua
Superintendence, May 1968 (by courtesy of ASAP Padova).

and valorisation criteria within the framework of the creation of a vast and important archaeolo-
gical park area, the first in the Padua thermal area.

The “complex of pools” mentioned in the letter, although not further described, was clearly lo-
cated together with the theatre in the area of 2000 square metres; but in the same months,
on the adjacent land, the foundations of the Montecarlo were being built, as testified by a
letter dated 18th June 1965 sent by the Director of the Civic Museum of Padua to the Superin-
tendence: in the text, the Director, Alessandro Prosdocimi, denounced the presence of ancient
remains under demolition inside the Montecarlo building site (see Documentary Sources, 07):

I am informed that in Montegrotto, next to the Albergo Sollievo, where foundations are being built
for a new hotel, a Roman brick wall with a ladder has been found. The wall, which is of considera-
ble proportions, is currently submerged in water and is being demolished.

Even today, going from the centre of Montegrotto towards the railway station, Sollievo hotel
is located on the left just after the disused Montecarlo building: the ‘new hotel’ to which the
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director refers is thus precisely the Montecarlo spa hotel, whose foundations were under con-
struction in June 1965 (as confirmed by the building documents in the municipal archives).
Unfortunately, there is not enough information about the ‘Roman brick wall with a staircase’ to
connect it to the nearby spa complex, but it is highly probable that these ancient structures,
perhaps a small pool with steps, were part of the complex of the ancient health resort. Excava-
tions, limited to the theatre, in the area in viale Stazione stopped in the autumn of 1965 and
resumed on 4th April of the following year, with 12 workers working thanks to funding obtained
by a committee especially set up in October 1965 (see Documentary Sources, 08): 1 million
lire was allocated by the Hoteliers and another million lire by the public thermal care authority.
With the resumption of archaeological excavations, the problem of the remains lying below the
access road to the hotel was immediately brought to light. In May, the Superintendence asked
Mr Scarabello for permission

To carry out soundings under the service road of his property, subject to the opening by the Su-
perintendence of an alternative route.

As the foundations of the hotel had been finished by 1966, the request to carry out excavation
tests indicates that it was hoped to unearth the baths still intact and not demolished during
the construction of the Monte Carlo, which lay some 7 mt from the boundary with the archaeo-
logical area. The same idea seems to be supported in an article published by the ‘Difesa del
Popolo’ on 17th July 1966, where the findings following the excavations of the same year are
described and where the thermal baths are finally mentioned (see Documentary Sources, 09):

Attached to the theatre are the baths, consisting of three large pools, two round and one qua-
drangular, partly still covered by a wall soon to be demolished [as we know, the pools are one
circular and two rectangular: the text evidently contains an error, ed].

The article by Mariangela Ballo also highlights the problem of the hotel adjacent to the ar-
chaeological area:

But in order to extend the excavations, considerably serious difficulties must be overcome; for
example, the one posed by a large hotel that stands right in front of the archaeological area. Will
it be possible to overcome them? It would certainly be a wonderful thing if the whole ancient Ro-
man Montegrotto were to come back to light.

According to the data gathered so far, therefore, in 1966 the Superintendence had also begun
to unearth the pools and, given the evident continuation of the remains underneath the hotel
building site whose foundations had already been completed, excavation tests were intended
to be carried out in the area of the Scarabello property in order to understand how to bring to
light the still-buried part of some of the ancient structures. The work was interrupted at the
beginning of July 1966 due to a lack of funds and then resumed on 22nd August thanks to the
arrival of a 3 million Lire grant from Rome (see Documentary Sources, 10-11). Further infor-
mation on the state of the excavations can be found in a letter from the Superintendence in
1967 in relation to the fencing of the excavations in Montegrotto (see Documentary Sources,
12), in which it is specified that:
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The area has been fenced off along the west and south sides with retaining walls at ground level
so as to prevent water infiltration and ground subsidence from the street side. Along the east si-
de bordering the Scarabello property, a short section of wall of a different nature had previously
been built by this Superintendence to allow the passage of the construction firm trucks.

It is evident from the text that at least part of the eastern boundary wall of the archaeological
area was built by the Superintendence itself in agreement with the Scarabello company in or-
der to allow lorries and other vehicles to reach the site, while at the same time attempting
to protect the ancient structures: the aforementioned wall thus appears to be the one delimi-
ting the archaeological area from the private portion where the secondary access road to the
hotel is still present [Figs. 7-8]. After the break in the winter season, excavations resumed in
September 1967 thanks to funds under the management of the Superintendence. A commu-
nication dated 10th August listed the planned work (see Documentary Sources, 13):

– construction of the access stairs to the archaeological area;
– landscaping of the garden in the part without remains;
– the most urgent restoration work;
– continuation of the excavation towards Montecarlo hotel.

Regarding the continuation of the excavations, the discovery in the Superintendence archives
of the existence of a complete project to bring to light the rectangular apsidal basin A, digging
under the access road to Montecarlo Hotel and Viale Stazione, appears to be of some im-
portance; the graphic documentation of this project has been recovered [Figs. 9-10]. The
complete estimate with the costs for this work was sent by land surveyor Carlo Scarabello to
the Superintendence on 27th May 1968 (on this date the hotel had already obtained com-
pliance status for the first floors, so it was in the final stages of construction: see Documentary
Sources, 14):

Following your kind invitation, we would like to submit to you our best cost estimate for the work
to bring to light the entire basin next to Montecarlo Hotel, in the archaeological area of Monte-
grotto Terme-Viale Stazione.

The project therefore envisaged a collaboration between the Scarabello firm, which had alrea-
dy worked in the archaeological area, and the Superintendence in order to uncover part of the
southern pool without blocking the access road to the spa hotel: the creation of an accessible
covered area was planned by inserting pillars directly inside the Roman pool to support the
road above. The planned works included several actions:

1. the removal of earth to bring the entire pool to light and the transport of material to the
landfill site (a job that could be done either by hand or with mechanical diggers);
2. the supply and laying of four 20-cm-wide pillars, placed along the entire length of the un-
derground pool;
3. the supply of concrete and iron for the supporting and retaining wall of the covering;
4. roofing slabs for the basin and the associated shelter;
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5. the cement mix to build a protective wall delimiting the road;
6. the plaster and mortar to be laid on the exposed surfaces;
7. the relocation of the route of the existing pipes above the basin (which included the aque-
duct, methane pipeline and sewer);
8. the felling of tall trees in the area of operation, in order to allow the remains to be viewed
without hindrance.

The cost of the works, excluding the necessary permits and any final arrangements of the fen-
ce between the archaeological area and the hotel, was estimated at 6.581.847 lire. Attached
to the proposal were a number of graphic hand-drawings by Engineer Mario Geremia and da-
ted 27th March 1968: they depicted the operation as a whole, with an abundance of details
by means of plans, sections and reinforced concrete calculations. The project drawings show
in blue the existing retaining wall of the access road to the hotel, which was to be diverted
(the project retaining wall is shown in red: [Fig. 9]), and in grey the wall built by the Superin-
tendence inside Roman pool A: in the new project the retaining wall would flank the perimeter
of the old pool, as marked in purple on the plan. In place of the demolished wall, four pillars
(P1-P2-P3-P4) would be inserted, 3.75 mt apart, which seem to have been placed in the midd-
le of the Roman basin: they were to support the roofing slabs and the fence wall between the
hotel property and the archaeological area. The project drawings also include a plan of the
foundations of the four new pillars connected to a series of beams (in the plan collectively in-
dicated as T1, each 1.2 mt wide for a total length of 16.9 mt): the detailed description of this
wooden foundation in the estimate in point 2 is of interest:

Supply and installation of 4 N.P. of 20 cm for pillar base foundations placed side by side along
the entire length of the pool, at a distance between centres of 30 cm, the cost of fitting into the
slab of the pool included in the price, the transversal welding of 9 iron beams, 20 cm in length,
at each pillar and on the heads for fixing among them, and the filling of the gap between the iron
beams with cement concrete with 300 kgs of fine-grained gravel, and brushing on the visible si-
de.
N.B.: No provision has been made for a continuous plinth foundation for the above-mentioned
pillars cast prior to the excavation, in the slab of the pool, because in the very probable case that
the ground is not of good consistency, it would be necessary to drive in cement piles, with obvious
greater expense.

The estimate explains that the pillars were fixed to a foundation beam embedded in the ‘slab
of the pool’ and that it was composed of 9 metal profile joists shaped as a double T, 20 cm
long, placed at a distance between centres of 30 cm and joined by cement concrete to fill the
spaces between the joists. Looking at the project sections, it is clearly visible how the inser-
tion of the project pillars allowed for the creation of a portico of the same dimensions in plan
as the ancient pool, resulting in a roof at an internal height of 3 mt. Towards the archaeologi-
cal area, a small shelf was also planned to protect access to the covered area (project section
BB’: [Fig. 9]).
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The project therefore envisaged the preservation of the pavement of Viale Stazione and the
access road to the hotel through the creation of a portico underneath, which would comple-
tely free the ancient basin, bringing it back to light; this covering was perhaps also intended
to allow people to enter the basin and carry out any conservation work. Despite the fact that
the project appeared detailed and ready to be implemented, there is no longer any reference
in subsequent documentation to the excavation of the thermal pool buried under Montecarlo
Hotel’s side street, and even today it remains partly trapped in the boundary wall of the now
abandoned hotel, and partly under Viale Stazione. There are various hypotheses that may ha-
ve halted the project: either more urgent restoration work was carried out, or there were no
funds left to further extend the excavations on the eastern side, or, finally, there were pro-
blems with the feasibility of the project that have not been mentioned in the documentation,
such as, for example, the failure to obtain a permit to carry out these works.

From 1969 onwards, relations between land surveyor Scarabello and the Superintendence
seem to have been limited to ordinary maintenance work, since, based on archive documenta-
tion, the company no longer seems to have collaborated directly in archaeological excavations.

M.E.D.V.

Some remarks on the archival documentation
The documents presented here pertaining to the archaeological area of Via Scavi in Monte-
grotto Terme, which refer to the period between the 1950s and 1970s, allow us to reconstruct,
albeit in fragmentary form, some significant aspects of the history of archaeology in this Eu-
ganean town, shedding new light on aspects of conservation and planning, connected to the
general socio-economic situation of the time.

On the one hand, the documentation preserved in the archives of the Superintendence of Pa-
dua and the Municipality of Montegrotto Terme shows the complexity of the dynamics that
existed between those who were in charge of protecting the archaeological heritage of the
Veneto town and those who wished to benefit economically from the development of tourism
linked to the thermal mineral resource, a development that was also promoted thanks to State
benefits, which funded sessions of thermal cures paid by the public health service.

The rush to build hotel facilities to accommodate large numbers of guests led, here as in many
Italian cities, to the prevailing interest in an economic well-being that, after the collapse cau-
sed by the Second World War, promised a rosy future of profits, at the expense, evidently,
of the preservation of everything that lay underground, which was to be excavated and tran-
sformed in favour of progress. It is therefore not surprising that the institutions in charge of
protection had a hard time finding agreements with private individuals, as also emerged with
regard to the events surrounding the excavation of nymphaeum D (the so-called polylobate
building) in Via Scavi in the summer of 1970 and the acquisition of the entire area by the Sta-
te (Bassani 2022). On the other hand, however, the documents analysed above also highlight
the attempt by the Superintendence to try to contain the serious effects caused by the aggres-
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sive building boom of those years, which disrespected both the archaeological heritage and
the landscape in its entirety: it is well known how the Euganean area, and in particular the
town of Montegrotto Terme, completely changed its appearance after the Second World War,
losing its rural village character in favour of a pseudo-urban identity, characterised by gigantic
hotel structures in utter disharmony with the natural environment.

Indeed, the project to unearth the underground portion of the A basin in Via Scavi below the
side street of Montecarlo Hotel, although never carried out, highlights the effort to restore to
the public what had been compromised, and the awareness of the importance of combining a
newfound economic well-being with a solid shared historical memory of what the area of the
Patavini Fontes (Plin. nat. 31, 61) had been in ancient times. We do not know why the pro-
ject was not put into practice: on the other hand, we can rejoice at this failure, because the
sensitivity of today’s archaeologists, restorers and architects would hardly allow the construc-
tion of such a wall over an ancient artefact (such as the one built by the Superintendence of
Cultural Heritage itself to delimit the archaeological area from Montecarlo Hotel property), or
the creation of a pillar roof resting directly inside an ancient room, compromising its perfectly
preserved horizontal plane (as the pool’s plane was at the time). It was perhaps a good thing
that nothing came of this project, and it is not by chance that the archives of the Italian Supe-
rintendences collect many other examples of design hypotheses that were never completed:
suffice it to think of the project for the creation of an underground café underneath the arch
of the Roman bridge of S. Lorenzo in Padua, which was never executed (Vigoni 2018, in parti-
cular 141-146).

In conclusion, the archive papers that we have been able to examine represent a memento
for future urban requalification activities, which we hope will be capable not only of preserving
the ancient buildings in the best possible way and, if possible, bringing new portions of them
to light, but also of enhancing them in a broader and more multifaceted vision: research and
planning perspectives are needed, aimed at placing the artefacts of the past in dialogue with
contemporary and possibly future times.
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Abstract

The article presents previously unpublished data concerning the events surrounding the urban and buil-
ding works between 1950 and 1970 near the archaeological area of Montegrotto Terme, with special
attention to the construction of Montecarlo Hotel above parts of the Roman baths of the ancient curative
complex. Thanks to the analysis of archive documentation, an architectural project is also presented, ai-
med at making visible the partially altered underground part of one of the two ancient pools, which has
never been carried out.

keywords | Thermalism, Archaeological excavations, Archival sources, Architectural design.
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