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The section titled People addresses what the poet Adrienne Rich (1986, p. 211) defines 
as “the most immediate geography”: the body and everyday life. The focus is on the body, 
in its countless specificities and connotations, with the intent not to transcend it, but rath-
er to reaffirm its presence and rights within the design of the “physical body of the city”.
Although the universal concept of “person” recognises the value of every individual’s 
uniqueness (Baratella, 2009), this very singularity can lead to exclusion and marginali-
sation. This happens to people with disabilities, people of foreign origin, transgender 
people, women, and anyone who finds themselves living in spaces designed exclusively 
for able-bodied people or those who conform to the predominant genders.
“The physical space gives orders to bodies” through a system of written and unwritten 
rules (Lefebvre, 1976, p. 151). This system is evident in hostile architecture installations, 
such as the removal of fountains and benches, and the creation of physical, psycho-
logical and social barriers, as well as in explicit political actions, such as urban DASPO 
(prohibition to access certain areas) orders against the homeless. As Wolf Bukowski 
(2019) describes in La buona educazione degli oppressi: piccola storia del decoro, these 
devices confine, isolate and separate, profoundly conditioning behaviours and lifestyles. 
They determine which neighbourhoods are frequented and the hours during which it is 
safe to circulate, effectively rendering urban open spaces fully accessible only to a select 
few. In response to these forms of exclusion, Leslie Kern (2024) calls for self-reflection 
on one’s relationship with physical space. She states: “While I cannot change most of the 
characteristics that define me, I can become aware of what my body signifies” and con-
sequently avoid asserting the legitimacy of one’s own body by claiming “claim all urban 
spaces for my own”. 
Translating a reading of diverse experiences and identities to the urban level and consid-
ering how one’s own presence modifies space is the essential first step towards identify-
ing suppressed needs and the active dynamics of exclusion. The aim is to construct the 
idea of a truly inclusive city.
The research, projects, and essays collected in this section narrate how the right to fully 
inhabit space – social and physical – must confront the deconstruction of “normality”. 
These contributions celebrate the diversity of experiences that “physical bodies” and “col-
lective bodies” bring to the city, each with their own unique characteristics. They also rec-
ognise that forms of oppression (e.g. disability, gender and ethnicity) intersect to create 
unique experiences of discrimination (structural and representational) that society and 
urban design projects must address.

Bibliographic references
Baratella, P. (2009). Il diritto delle persone con disabilità. Dalla convenzione ONU alle buone pratiche. Trento: 

Erickson. 
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claiming space in a man-made world, Verso, London and New York, 2020). Roma: Treccani.
Lefevre, H. (1970). Il diritto alla città (ed. or. Le droit à la ville, éditions Anthropos, Paris, 1968). Padova: Marsilio.
Rich, A. (1986). Notes Towards a Politics of Location. In Rich, A. (eds.), Blood, Bread, and Poetry: Selected Prose 

1979-1985, pp. 210–231. New York: W.W. Norton & Company.
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Il volume affronta il tema degli spazi pubblici come 
luoghi in cui poter vivere una esperienza spaziale 
autonoma e non segregante, attraverso riflessioni 
e proposte raccolte in forma di contributi per il Con-
vegno Internazionale dal titolo Strade per la gente, 
organizzato a Venezia il 7 novembre 2025. 
Il Convegno nasce dalla volontà del cluster Accessi-
bilità Ambientale della Società Italiana della Tecno-
logia dell’Architettura SITdA di dare continuità agli 
incontri di confronto organizzati negli ultimi anni sui 
temi del benessere psicofisico e dell’autonomia di 
vita delle persone, per migliorare sempre di più il 
mondo dell’architettura ai fini dell’inclusività.

The volume addresses the theme of public spaces as 
places where people can experience spatial autono-
my and non-segregating environments. It brings to-
gether reflections and proposals presented as papers 
to the International Conference Streets for People, 
held in Venice on November 7, 2025.
The Conference originates from the desire of the Acces-
sibilità Ambientale (Environmental Accessibility) clus-
ter of the Società Italiana di Tecnologia dell’Architettura 
(SITdA) to continue the series of meetings held in re-
cent years on the themes of psychophysical wellbeing 
and people’s life autonomy, with the aim of increas-
ingly improving inclusivity in architecture.




