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Introduction

Oren Liebermana  & Alessandro Zambellia

Architecture is always deeply entangled with both ‘big’ issues and with everyday lives. Architecture’s 
‘produce’ directly participates in various intertwined ecologies, including those of the environment, 
culture, economy, the political, and the aesthetic. Whether we are looking at climate catastrophe, the 
distribution of wealth or the nature of community empowerment, the transformative power of the 
disciplines and practices of architecture (and its cognate disciplines) cannot be underestimated. The 
transformations occur through our ethos and methodologies in encounters – materials, constructions, 
ideas and concepts – with various pressing situated matters of concern which might be local or shared 
across the globe.

In the title of this conference, Situated Ecologies of Care, we bring together parts of an ‘apparatus’ with 
which to encounter and interrogate various themes. Through the notion of ecologies we understand the 
complex contingent interrelationships amongst various seemingly separate entities, be they materials, 
people, constructions, non-humans, concepts, imaginings, speculations. From one perspective, there is 
only one all-inclusive edgeless ecology. But, in those contingent interrelationships, demarcating different 
ecologies not only allows us to engage without being overwhelmed by the sheer complexity of it all, but also 
affords us possibilities to render our own political and ethical positions.

Care, for us, encompasses approaches of pedagogy as well as placemaking, biopolitics in addition to 
architectural representation, and spatial and performative activisms not uncoupled from the more 
conventional spaces of care. Being care-ful means paying radical attention to one-another, recognising kin 
in a multitude of forms.

Within the practices and discourses of the crisscrossing transversals of ‘architecture’ and the ‘humanities’, 
the matters of situated ecologies of care make themselves known through various ‘cuts’. How does 
(can?) care inhere in the ecologies of modes of representation that we use to design and communicate 
architecture? Who is caring for whom/what in activist practices of urban development? How can we 
understand the very situated (in particular places with particular people in particular contractual 
relationships) potential of professional practice and its political nature to engender caring forms of ‘doing’ 
architecture? What are the expanded ecologies of buildings for care and how do they acknowledge 
the particularities of users’ situations? How might the apparatus situated ecologies of care challenge, 
through spatial discourses, places, and things, systemised and institutionalised inequalities, whether along 
dimensions of race, gender, empowerment, or economies?

The conference will perform as a space of care, a care of critique, people, subjects and subjectivities and 
intersubjectivities. A place for dialogues, conversations and chatter where threads, ideas and performative 
events are woven together towards the making of a social fabric. It will ask, what is it that is being made 
through the performativity of these conversations, actions, gestures, mutterings and matterings. What 
materialises through these exchanges? How does the fabric made through care perform? How is this 
knowledge made?

Welcome to Situated Ecologies of Care.

aUniversity of Portsmouth, UK
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Occupying Meantime Futures: Urban Activism and Architectural 
Pedagogies in Cape Town, South Africa
L. Baumgardta

Abstract:

In 2017, the social housing movement Reclaim the City occupied an abandoned hospital in a very centrally 
located and rapidly gentrifying Capetonian neighborhood from which many of the current 1200 residents 
were threatened to be displaced due to a lack of public housing delivery, property inflation, real estate 
speculation, and Cape Town’s overall catering to global tourism and luxury markets that comprise 43% of 
all properties in the city. Living under the constant threat of eviction and with uncertain future housing 
prospects, the resident activists began to self-organize in the meantime by turning the derelict hospital 
into a “modern-day commune” (or into a “space with blurred identities”) with an active leadership structure, 
renovated accommodations, infrastructural repair and maintenance task teams, cultural events, as well as a 
self-managed co-design process and workshop series which I attended and also assisted with in the second 
half of 2022.

In this presentation, I will ethnographically reflect on the role and function of “co-design” within this 
politically hard-won activist space. I will be primarily concerned with how co-design got represented, 
practiced, and taught, and with how the housing movement in collaboration with community architects 
and civil society facilitators strategically mobilized various participatory pedagogies, architectural tools, 
and lived experiences in the occupation’s co-design initiative. I will discuss to what extent the occupation’s 
co-design helped to consolidate their political legitimation and foster social cohesiveness and new 
architectural knowledge economies among the residential occupiers and social movement. In short, it 
will be an account of the unusual participatory potentials and limitations, an account of how Cape Town’s 
working class, who would otherwise be condemned to the margins, accommodate themselves in the 
meantime and in the absence of state assistance.

aRice University, USA

Session ID-145

Navigating the What-What: Blurred Practices

J. Bennetta

Abstract:

When we employ the concept of a ‘South’, what are we trying to say? More importantly: what are we trying 
to do?

Critically engaging with one’s positionality in contemporary architectural research in a post-Apartheid 
South African context requires an approach that blends concerns about identity, location, and voice in 
responsibly creative means, while not reinforcing the existing power dynamics inherent in such work. This 

project has employed employs Jane Rendell’s Site-Writing modality to develop a means of navigating these 
inter-demographic and inter-locational dilemmas – the What-What – that emerge when working from a 
‘northerly’ located institution and speaking from a ‘Southern’ position through a blurred positional identity 
as researcher.

While even the framing of the ‘Global South’ is a much-contested act amongst spatial scholars, there is 
now a well-established collection of beliefs that cities outside of a ‘Northern/Western’ urban conceptual 
paradigm require other means of inquiry to be understood - as well as to be practiced within. In short, 
Southern Urbanist scholarship calls for a relational re-framing of urban theory through a lens that critically 
considers issues of location, periphery and most importantly values that have long been ignored from the 
dominant scholarly discourse around cities.

A reflective-animation method has been developed that provides a proto-methodology for both 
documenting and speculating with the tacit nature of spatial design practice with post-Apartheid South 
African communities through a proactive recognition of the conditions related to such a blurred practice 
identity. This paper will share these initial findings of the author’s own doctoral inquiry into this journey 
of situating a Southern Urbanist Spatial Design Practice through a series of site specific, iterative, and 
intuitive design-based re-configurations and reflections that have employed animation, digital drawing 
and experiments in digital exhibition methods as a means of situating a Southern Urbanist Spatial Design 
Practice.

aUniversity College London, UK
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organising participation together with the Armory Community Garden and the Yale Urban Media Lab in 
Dixwell, New Haven in 2022. The papers concludes with a discussion on the relationship between social 
theory and social praxis, the potentials of bringing social theory out of the academy and actively produce 
publics in a manner following ideas of public philosophy and public sociology (Robert Bellah, 1985; Burowoy, 
2005).

Inhabiting multitudes. Homemaking in more-than-human architecture 
practices
V. Rizzia & T. Masinia

Abstract:

The paper investigates the topic of homemaking as a relational space of multispecies cohabitation. The 
intention is to focus on the networks of care which, starting from a performative lens, enables to arrange 
crossings not only in a spatial sense, but also in a relational sense. Once a space is performed by more-than-
human subjects and agencies, generating a pre-cognitive experience mode, what comes out is a paradigm 
shift in democratic design: from productive to affective (Di Carlo and Papeschi, 2022).

The intervention focuses on experiences of cohabitation and participation, investigating the permeability 
of their boundaries from the practices that generated them. Cases involve participatory cohabitation 
interventions that privilege a more-than-human homemaking perspective, integrated in the discipline 
of theatre, then in the private space and finally in the public space. With regard to design culture, key is 
the openness to wild attitudes of marronage (Metta, 2022), an alternative to productive models through 
nomadic practices of care and design. The arts benefit a privileged scope for redefining institutional spatial 
models (Caleo, 2021), a potential they retain even when acting on the domestic institution. Detached from 
the functional impulses of architecture, interventions on space become performative activations capable of 
reopening given models towards futurable, integrated and sustainable perspectives.

The contribution is articulated through the presentation of cases integrating ecosystems in performance 
(Annamaria Ajmone, La notte è il mio giorno preferito, 2021), as well as collective actions of care within forms 
of systemic inhabitation (OHT, Little Fun Palace, 2018 - ongoing), thus reaching to discursive platforms that 
embody these legacies (Post Disaster Rooftops, Taranto, 2018 - ongoing). Therefore, the proposal aims to 
support the need to nurture forms of coexistence through spaces of confrontation, from theatre, to private 
living and then urban context, thus building generative platforms of care.

aUniversità IUAV Venezia, Italy
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