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Francesco Trovò
Università IUAV di Venezia, Venice, Italy

The island of San Giorgio Maggiore in Venice hosted the second edition of Homo Faber, an event devot-
ed to the international exhibition of objects produced by numerous craftsmen specialised in decorative 
manufactures and applied arts. The visit offers an immersion in the applied knowledge of high-quality 
craftsmanship in various fields, documented through a variety of materials transformed into products. In 
addition to the exhibition hosted in the cloisters of the convent of San Giorgio, it is also possible to visit 
craftsmen scattered throughout the city and the islands, all of which are open to visits for the duration of 
the event, thus facilitating the unfolding of an immersive itinerary, which can also be tailor-made to the 
interests of each visitor, who in this way can witness the daily life in a workshop and observe craftsmen as 
they demonstrate their skills.
The event offers an opportunity to reflect more generally on the role of craftsmanship in the context of 
the safeguarding of the built heritage, in particular of the building of historic centres which are more 
common and less monumental, thus including examples of vernacular buildings, or building compo-
nents. It is quite evident, in fact, that transformation interventions which regard unlisted historic build-
ings, which often make up the fabric of the historic centres of large cities, such as Venice, or are rural ex-
pressions of the built environment spread throughout the territory, are frequently less concerned with 
preservation. This trend depends, of course, on the existing legislation, but is also favoured by the fact 
that the crafts involved are increasingly less related to the place in which they operate, and often belong 
to other fields, such as that of new constructions, that lack the necessary references to the material cul-
ture underlying vernacular architecture, which in turn is an expression of the material products of crafts-
manship practices.
In an era characterised by the prevalence of mass production, as well as by the digitisation and demateri-
alisation of processes, the success of the two editions of the exhibition, with more to follow, confirm the 
importance of this event as a worldwide reference, and demonstrates the great interest of the public in 
craftsmanship, its expressions and outstanding products. The spirit which guides the promoters of the in-
itiative, a non-profit organisation from Geneva which supports contemporary craftsmen throughout the 
world, is also that of sending a signal about Venice, helping it to become once again an active place, de-
claring that craftsmanship, in all of its forms, from historicist accounts to more contemporary interpreta-
tions, represents the appropriate formula for saving the city from its decline.
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