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Jean-Luc Nancy'

DIES IRAE

Abstract

Is there any other activity as problematic as judgment? How is it possible that those
who judge are at the same time judged by their own judgement, measured by the
need to judge? This question splits into two subordinate problems that interact with
cach other. On the one side, the absence of law. This apparently negative condition
translates into a positive requirement, the advantage of an obligation: we still need to
find the law. On the other side, law does not coincide with natural law: it concerns
instead regulations that the faculty of judgement reflectively provides for itself. Juridical
norms refer to a code, and the rules of games institute procedures: the first ones refers
to a code, while the others define procedures. The first ones, in order to be legitimated,
should have a reason from which they depend; the others exist just for the sake of the
game based on them. There is no need to establish a general, “first”, rule. But rules are
necessary and have to be defined. This is the general “law of the laws”, a law that judges
reason and refers to a more inclusive idea of judgcment.

pour Héléne

Il faut pouvoir faire crédit au tibunal et admettre qu'il
donne libre cours 4 la majesté de la loi, car c’est 1a son uni-
que mission; or, tout est confondu dans la loi, accusation,

! Trascrizione dell'intervento di Jean-Luc Nancy a “Comment juger? A partir du travail de
Jean-Frangois Lyotard”, convegno curato da Michel Enaudeau et Jean-Loup Thébaud, svoltosi a
Cerisy-la-Salle, dal 24 luglio al 3 agosto 1982, su iniziativa del Centre Culturel International di
Cerisy-la-Salle diretto da Edith Heurgon. Il saggio & stato pubblicato nel volume La faculié de juger,
Paris, Editions de Minuit, 1985. Ringraziamo monsieur Nancy ¢ madame Heurgon per averci
autorizzato la pubblicazione del testo. La bibliografia e I'zbszracr sono stati redarti da Carlo Grassi.
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loi et 'autre m'ordonnent et me donnent de juger. Le jour de /yo ras, n’importe
quel jour, celui-ci, dies haec, hic er nune, |'éternité du jugement.

SEPT. — Dans cette geneése, il n'y a pas de jour du repos.
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