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W.A.Ve. is now at its fifteenth edition but, despite this, its characterising 
formula still works. Since its beginning, when it did not have its current 
name yet, being a design workshop and an international architecture ex-
hibition at the same time has made it a unique product. If we consider 
that each year more than 1,500 students and 30 teachers are involved, we 
cannot deny that even the numbers are sizable. In these 15 years, about 
23,000 students (not counting students from abroad) and 450 architects 
(not counting assistants) have developed a project experience at Univer-
sità Iuav di Venezia that takes place in a narrow span of three weeks, 
during which Iuav venues become training and meeting sites. Its open-air 
workshop feature has brought many prestigious architects and names of 
the international scene to the classroom venues of the Cotonificio Ven-
eziano and Magazzini: Pritzker prizes such as Eduardo Souto de Moura or 
Alejandro Aravena, masters such as Yona Friedman and Pancho Guedes, 
and renowned professionals such as Sean Godsell or Carme Pinos. Under 
their guidance, Iuav undergraduates and foreign participants have devel-
oped (together and making no age distinction) a project experience that 
pertains to the city of Venice and many other places as well. The same 
summer days also see the spaces of the Santa Marta Auditorium and the 
Tolentini Cloister become the scene of large conferences, making it pos-
sible for hundreds of students to follow the latest international projects or 
reflections on the most pressing issues concerning cities and territories. 
Above all, however, W.A.Ve. is special for the atmosphere that it creates 
during its three weeks of work; discussions, projects, and meetings are 
often expanded and brought outside the classrooms, in bars and Vene-
tian campi, and in the exhibitions that follow, transforming the campus of 
Santa Marta into a major international architecture showcase. 

For all these reasons, W.A.Ve. is unique and renowned among architects 
and students of Architecture around the world, becoming one of the most 
representative expressions of a school, Iuav, that has built its peculiar qual-
ity on international exchange, laboratory experience, and on city studies.

W.A.Ve.  2017

—

Alber to  Fer lenga
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ute to the discussion on the reconstruction of 
countries destroyed by the madness of men. Like 
a round table, Università Iuav di Venezia became 
the venue for the dialogue and discussion on the 
possibilities of architecture to preserve and recon-
struct Peace. The will and desire for Peace was the 
guest of honour of our 2017 W.A.Ve. workshop.

A post-WWII Italian intellectual, Elio Vittorini, said 
that it was necessary to form “not a culture that 
consoles in times of suffering, but a culture that 
protects from it, fighting and eliminating it”1.

We see the University as an institution that serves so-
ciety and the generations of the future, alertly vigilant 
and working to stay one step ahead. The relationship 
between Universities and Administrations can become 
operational and productive, precisely because the uni-
versity is the exact place to test hypothetical future 
models — an “Academy of the Future”2, as described by 
Pierre Rosanvallon — to overcome the fragmentation of 
knowledge and educate in global civic responsibility.

In Iuav’s W.A.Ve. workshop, a future of Peace, the 
reconstruction of Peace, has become an academic 
topic, a forecast technique, and an experience in 
practical planning of the future.

The immanence of the “environmental and human 
disaster” that we see today in Syria overcomes the 

Peace and Archi tecture

—
Benno A lbrecht

1 — Elio Vittorini in 
“Il Politecnico”, n. 1, 
September 29, 1945.
  
2 — Pierre Rosanval-
lon, “La democrazia 
dell’emergenza”, “La 
Repubblica”, April 16, 
2012.
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concept of architecture (understood as a need, 
consequence or manifestation of something else), 
leading the discipline to inevitably participate, as 
an integral part, in the resolution of a local/global 
“political and environmental” issue. In fact, one 
of the most pressing topics in the field of civil 
commitment (and in the operational field of archi-
tecture) is how to deal with the consequences of 
urbicides, with the deliberate violence against cit-
ies, with their destruction, and with the intentional 
elimination of collective memory made of stone.

Venice is where reflecting on these things is pos-
sible: a city that was described, by Richard Bon-
ington and by Antoine-Claude Valéry, as “a Pal-
myra of the Sea”3.

However, we side these reflections with the words 
that John Adams wrote to his wife from Paris: 
“The science of government is my duty to study, 
more than all other sciences; the arts of law and 
administration and negotiation should take the 
place of, indeed, exclude, in a way, all other arts. 
I must study politics and war, that our children 
may have freedom to study mathematics and phi-
losophy. Our sons must study mathematics and 
philosophy, geography, natural history and naval 
architecture, navigation, commerce and agricul-
ture in order to give their children a right to study 
painting, poetry, music, architecture, statuary, tap-
estry and porcelain”4.

3 — Valéry Antoine 
Claude Pasquin, “Venise 
et ses environs”, Société 
belge de librairie, Brux-
elles, 1842, p.2.
  
4 — Letter from John 
Adams to Abigail Ad-
ams, post 12 May 1780, 
in L.H. Butterfield, Marc 
Friedlaender, eds., “Ad-
ams Family Correspond-
ence”, Belknap Press 
of Harvard University 
Press, Cambridge,1973.
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ALEPPO
36°01’31’’ N 36°89’12’’ E

Population
2004 
2017

Description
Aleppo is a city that has been settled for over 5,000 years, and is 
one of the oldest cities in the Middle East, located in the Fertile Cres-
cent where the first settlements arose. Throughout history, the region 
has been a conflict zone between North and South and between East 
and West. Many of its houses were constructed in different historical 
phases. The buildings were often demolished or destroyed and par-
tially rebuilt again.

2,132,100
1,602,264
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